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Some Dreams Do Come True – Melinda Emerson’s Did 
 
Mel inda  Emerson  longed to  s ta r t  her  own fu l l  se rv ice  product ion  company f rom the  t ime 
she  was  a  sophomore  a t  Virg in ia  Polytechnic  & Sta te  Univers i ty .   So  in  1998 af ter  working  
for  a  shor t  t ime in  broadcas t ing  she  made  her  dream come t rue .   Mel inda  founded 
“Quintessence  Enter ta inment ,  Inc . ,”  which  means  “per fec t ion .”   Mel inda  knew f rom the  
s ta r t ,  in  bus iness ,  a  person  a lways  has  to  s t r ive  for  per fec t ion .  
 
Mel inda  d idn’ t  have  a  much d i f f icu l ty  moving  in to  the  t rans i t ion  of  be ing  an  en t repreneur  
wi th  the  va luable  exper ience  she  had  acquired  in  broadcas t ing  and  severa l  co l lege  
in ternships .   She  had  worked  as  a  product ion  ass is tan t  for  Amer ican  Urban  Radio  Networks  
(AURN) in  P i t t sburgh ,  Pa ,  and  soon became a  producer  of  a  ta lk  show a t  one  of  AURN’s  
f lagship  s ta t ions .   In  1995 Mel inda  dec ided  t  make  a  career  move to  te lev is ion  and  became 
an  assoc ia te  producer  for  P i t t sburgh’s  NBC af f i l ia te ,  WPXI-11 News.   Because  of  her  
except iona l  and  crea t ive  work  i t  earned  her  a  journa l ism award  for  “Outs tanding  News 
Segment”  f rom the  Pi t t sburgh Black  Media  Federa t ion  for  a  ser ies  she  produced about  the  
qual i ty  of  l i fe  for  Blacks  in  Pi t t sburgh .  
 
Mel inda  cont inued  to  grow and  move.   Af ter  a  year  in  Pi t t sburgh ,  she  landed  a  job  in  
Phi lade lphia  a t  the  na t ion’s  four th  leading  te lev is ion  market ,  jo in ing  the  news s ta f f  of  NBC 
10,  WCAU-TV.   Mel inda  was  the  younges t  producer  in  a  top- f ive  marke t  in  the  country .   In  
1998 she  was  h i red  by  Phi lade lphia’s  number  one  s ta t ion  ABC Aff i l ia te  WPVI-TV,  as  
producer  for  Act ion  News.  
 
Mel inda’s  va luable  exper ience  in  broadcas t ing  magnif ied  her  conf idence  to  s ta r t  
Quin tessence  in  1998.   The  company specia l izes  in  mul t i -media  market ing  and presenta t ion  
mater ia ls .   The  goal  o f  the  company is  to  provide  the i r  c l ien ts  wi th  a  cos t -ef fec t ive  
market ing  product  tha t  conveys  the i r  message  accura te ly  and  in  a  compel l ing  fashion .   The  
company’s  serv ices  range  f rom image-enhancement  and  indus t r ia l  t ra in ing  v ideos  to  
marke t ing  presenta t ions  and  commerc ia ls .   They produce  everyth ing  f rom commerc ia ls  to  
web-des ign  to  h is tor ica l  exhib i ts .   Quin tessence  produced  “Phi lade lphians  Forge  Divers i ty  
in  Pol i t ics  Exhibi t”  a t  Pol i t ica lFes t  for  the  GOP Convent ion .   The  exhib i t  h ighl ighted  
pol i t ica l  p ioneers  who bui l t  and  cont inued to  bui ld  the  foundat ion  of  t rue  democracy  the  
country’s  founding  fa thers  envis ioned .  
 
Mel inda’s  success  comes  par t ia l ly  f rom a  $25,000 Micro- loan  she  rece ived  in  1999 through 
Ben Frankl in  Technology Par tner ’s  Compet i t ive  Edge  Loan Program tha t  rece ived  funding  
f rom the  U.S.  Smal l  Business  Adminis t ra t ion  (SBA) to  make capi ta l  avai lab le  to  women and  
minor i ty-owned bus inesses ,  low-modera te  income indiv iduals ,  bus inesses  in  economica l ly  
d is t ressed  areas  and  cred i t  chal lenged  ind iv iduals .   Mel inda  sa id  “The Compet i t ive  Edge 
Loan Program has  made  a  huge  d i f fe rence  in  my bus iness .  Not  only  was  my loan  approved 
in  30  days ,  the  s ta f f  personal ly  kept  in  touch  to  make  sure  my bus iness  was  developing  in  a  
dynamic  way.”   Ben  Frankl in  be l ieved  the  Compet i t ive  Edge Loan  Program was  perfec t  for  
smal l  bus iness  because  i t  wasn’ t  about  jus t  wr i t ing  a  check  but  a l so  provid ing  technica l  
ass is tance ,  someth ing  most  smal l  bus inesses  can’ t  a f ford  dur ing  the  s ta r t -up  phase .  Mel inda  
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employs  two-par t - t ime employees  and  h i res  severa l  f ree lance  ar t i s t s  in  the  area  to  comple te  
most  of  the  company’s  pro jec ts .   Some of  her  c l ien ts  inc lude  the  Pennsylvania  Bal le t ,  the  
Nat ional  Urban  League  and  the  Urban  League  of  Phi lade lphia .   
 
Mel inda  Emerson was  se lec ted  as  one  of  the  Top 100 Producers  o f  2000  by  AV Video  
Mul t imedia  Producer  (AVVMMP) magazine .   She  was  prof i led  in  the i r  magazine  and  was  
fea tured  on  the i r  webs i te .   As  an  award  rec ip ien t ,  she  a long wi th  the  o ther  99  producers  
was  honored  a t  a  ga la  recept ion  in  San  Francisco’s  Museum of  Modern  Ar t  in  2000.  
February  2003,  Quin tessence  was  prof i led  on  WB17 News for  Black  His tory  Month ,  in  the  
specia l  news segment  the  “Business  Repor t”   and  was  a lso  fea tured  in  February  on  the  
cover  of  “Minor i t ies  and Women in  Bus iness  Magazine , ”  spec ia l  segment  “Women Making  a  
Di f ference .”   Apr i l  2003 Quin tessence  Enter ta inment ,  Inc ,  was  the  winner  of  the  “Catalys t  
Awards , ”  in  the  an imat ion ,  t ravel  tour ism,  ree ls  and  d i rec t  market ing  ca tegor ies  and  the  
company in  May was  fea tured  as  a  f ina l is t  for  the  2003 “Black  Enterpr ise  Smal l  Bus iness  
Awards , ”  nominated  in  the  “Ris ing  S tar  o f  the  Year”  ca tegory.  
 
Mel inda  l ives  by the  mot to…..”for  whom much i s  g iven ,  much is  required”  and  credi ts  her  
remarkable  success  to  her  parents .   Her  be l ief  i s ,  she  was  for tuna te  to  have  mentors  who 
he lped  shape  her  purpose ,  and  provided  oppor tuni t ies  to  pol i sh  her  sk i l l s  to  the  most  
ex t raord inary  exper t i se .   She  is  a lso  thankful  to  the  SBA and Ben Frankl in  Technology 
Par tners  for  the  f inancia l  ass is tance  and  suppor t  she  rece ived .   Quin tessence  Enter ta inment  
i s  an  SBA cer t i f ied  Smal l  and  Disadvantaged  Bus iness  (SDB),  8(a) ,  Hubzone  f i rm.   
 
 

 


	U. S. SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

